
Giving Credit  

Where Credit is Due 



Do you cite 
EVERYTHING? 

Rule:  Common knowledge 
is not cited.  

 

Guideline:  Use common 
sense and ethics. Not sure? 
Ask your teacher or cite it - 
better safe than sorry. 



Works Cited 

• Comprehensive details 
describing your credible, 
relevant sources 

• Featured as a separate sheet 
at end of the paper 

• Needs to be completed 1st 

• It’s NOT a list of URLs 
 



Basic MLA Format 
Lastname, Firstname. Title of Book. Place of 

Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication. 
Medium of Publication. 

Editor, author, or compiler name (if available). 
Name of Site. Version number. Name of 
institution/organization affiliated with the site 
(sponsor or publisher), date of resource 
creation (if available). Medium of 
publication. Date of access. 

The Purdue OWL Family of Sites. The Writing Lab 
and OWL at Purdue and Purdue U, 2008. 
Web. 23 Apr. 2008. 

 

 

 

 



Works Cited 
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Missing Details 

• Many web source entries now require a 
publisher name, a date of publication, 
and/or page numbers. When no 
publisher name appears on the website, 
write n.p. for no publisher given.  

• When sites omit a date of publication, 
write n.d. for no date.  

• For online journals that appear only 
online (no print version) or on databases 
that do not provide pagination, write 
n.pag. for no pagination. 

 



Let’s BEDAZZLE our 

papers now with 

reliable, relevant facts! 
 

 



 

 
How to Properly Credit Your Sources 

When Crafting Your Brilliant Paper 

 
 Provide the last name of the author and 

the specific page number(s) of the source. 

If such information is already given in the 

body of the sentence, then exclude it from 

the parenthetical citation.  

McGuire clearly articulated this theory in her 

research (215). 

This point was previously argued (McGuire 

215).  

 



 

Sample Templates for Introducing Quotations 

  

•  According to X, “____________” (_____). 

 

• In her book, _________, X maintains “_______________” (_____). 

 

•  In X’s view, “_______________” (________). 

 

• X dis/agrees when s/he writes, “___________” (____). 

  

• X admits “___________________________” (_____).  

  

Sample Templates for Explaining Quotations 

  

• Basically, X claims______. 

 

• In other words, X believes ______. 

 

• This argument reveals _______. 

  

• X’s point exposes ______. 

  

• Ultimately, X believes _______. 
 



What if… 
No Author but an Organization 

According to the American Psychological 

Association (2000),... 
 

Authors With the Same Last Name 

(E. Johnson, 2001; L. Johnson, 1998). 
 

Website with author but no page number 

(Hall, 2001, para. 5). 

 

 



Wordsworth, William. Lyrical Ballads. London:   

Oxford U.P., 1967. Print. 

Wordsworth stated that Romantic poetry 

was marked by a "spontaneous overflow 

of powerful feelings" (263).  

Romantic poetry is characterized by the 

"spontaneous overflow of powerful 

feelings" (Wordsworth 263). 

Wordsworth extensively explored the role 

of emotion in the creative process (263). 

 



When all else fails, reference… 


